Q36 Summary prepared by Maren Peterson-DeGroff - 7 Feb 2010


This question was answered by 132 people out of 209.

Q36 Please tell us about a meaningful moment that you have experienced while a part of this congregation.  Please begin with: “I remember the time when....”
Reading through these unique “meaningful moments” responses, several categories of our church’s Ministry came into shape:

Ministerial Support: 5 responses

Congregational Support: 11

A Church Home: 28

Elements of Sunday Service: 49


Sermons 23; Music 9; Youth 7; Personal Reflections 5; Other 5;

Committees, Programs, Groups and Activities: 32

None/Negative: 6

All: 2

To create a Summary, I snipped a brief excerpt from each response and placed it in the category that I felt is the best fit.   There are of course some comments that could “fit” in more than one category.  

A. Ministerial support 

1 the minister at that time was very helpful… through moral support

2 Stephen said, that it is inevitable to experience a decline after the enlightenment…It was true. Stephen prepared me.

3 Rev Steve came to [my] home and spent 2 hrs. sharing a lot of his own past" 

4 Steve…expressed a sincere interest in his personal and the congregation's spiritual growth

5 Carolyn Colbert preached on forgiveness.  I was moved…healed thanks to her thoughts, directions and compassion.

B. Congregational support 

1 my father died and everyone was so caring… people helped a lot

2 all the support I got when my wife died

3 a church member I didn't know went grocery shopping for me and came and did my laundry

4 the community has supported me and my child when we were hurt

5 going through a difficult time, and the congregation lit a candle for me and my family

6 the minister (Carolyn Colbert) called me … letters of condolence from members of the congregation…my committee and women's group

7 women of the church organized to bring food when our family was grieving

8 a woman spoke to me after a service where I had shared the death of my father… lifted me into a place of healing

9  Dylan Stahl had moved my walker into the entry way where it would be safe.

10 was overextended and exhausted, and…received support and understanding

11 the church did a tree for remembering people who were important to us and who had died

C. A church home

1 We first came to this place and felt at home 

2 after my husband died, and feeling upheld by the energies in the sanctuary

3 I shared my personal reflection and received a wonderful, heartfelt, and compassionate response 

4 the warm connections and comments after sharing [my spiritual journey]

5 I was welcome.  For the most part I am accepted for myself 

6 we were immediately invited to join a group for breakfast after church.

7 feeling excited about the experience we had. We've felt connected since the beginning.

8 the congregation was disheartened and discouraged. We did not give up.

9 I got married in this church.

10 made a friend in newcomer orientation sessions I'm certain that I will have for life

11 connecting with others in a meaningful way, finding activities to engage in, and feeling at home 
12 I was welcomed as a newcomer

13 when dozens, if not more, congregants showed up for our wedding on one day's notice, to celebrate with us

14 I knew almost all the people in the church

15 I walk through the doors for Sunday service and look around at "my community"

16 I was welcomed by a member when my husband and I first started attending

17 The UU Church allowed me to find community and a certain amount of peace - I found friends

18 we were welcoming 25 new members

19 we actively worked to become a welcoming congregation

20 I realized I'd found a wonderfully diverse group of people with ethics and values that mirrored my own 

21 I felt uncomfortable being a kind of welcoming coimmittee but I did it anyway

22 we have all been together as one congregation

23 able to be among such warm, spiritually intended (including atheists, etc.) people

24 meeting and greeting friends and newcomers and working with others in a variety of activities

25 I was honored for longevity.  

26 I experienced a significant memorial service or other personal celebrations

27 the Congregational Vote was held to purchase the SRT…the mtg and vote itself were democratic…as transparent as possible

28 vote to move -- sense of vision, hope, and purpose.

D. Elements of Sunday Services

Ministers’ and lay-led Sermons

1 Carolyn discussed visit to holocaust museum

2 Carolyn Colbert…her sense of humor and down-to-earth quality. 

3 when Caroline's sermons brought me to tears

4 sermons that Carolyn gave, Memorials, Wedding vowel renewals, personal reflections

5 several of Carolyn's quotes early in  her tenure which endeared me to her…[and] the UU environment

6 the Steve's service on ""turning the other cheek,"… gave me a deep and new understanding

7 Rev. Stephen first started and gave thought provoking sermons.

8 I listen deeply to sermons by Rev Stephen… there are times I can reconsider and open myself… expanding my definition of spirituality

9 the Rev. Steve's sermon on social justice

10 Steve makes intellectual connections 

11 I have felt  Rev. Steve's sermons speaking directly to me… personally inspiring and meaningful

12 I love Rev. Stevens sermons.  He's great!

13 he {Rev. Stephen] challenges us to go deeper and think differently… Marilyn Junkins offers her loving presence as a worship associate … when Erik Troberg made us laugh in his lay sermon

14 joined after listening to some very meaningful, well thought-out sermons by Rev. Steve."

15 Cecelia Kingman Miller…Her passion was obvious…Margaret Kiep - reassuring, comforting, open.   
16 I am swept away by nearly every sermon. I leave church relaxed and centered

17 The service, the minister's words and ""presence"", the choir's singing brought me to an epiphany of understanding

18 deeply touched by something in the sermon… music is transporting…singing to the children

19 the Minister and RE Director helped produce a wonderful ""Epic Production"

20 the first sermon I heard at UUCE was on the First Principle

21 Listening to a few really good sermons, some lay led - Ed Pera for example.

22 I co-led a summer service - it was a moving experience, to put it together and give it 

23 when a visiting minister was speaking about mother raven… the spirits who were ever so close 

Music

24 while singing ""Spirit of Life"" … feel close to our congregation 

25 holding hands and singing "Spirit of Life."

26 the choir…with instrumentalists, that was the whole worship service."

27 when we didn't sing the Spirit of Life song and I really felt the loss…it moves me every time.

28 my wife and I first heard the congregation sing Spirit of Life. 

29 everyone holding hands and singing together made me cry.

30 the choir learned difficult music, and performed them with well known local musicians 

31 we are holding hands while singing the spirit of life,

32 as a choir member… with a small orchestra.  I had tears in my eyes

Youth

33 when candy [sic] led us in song and told stories…during the service

34 the congregation pledged to support our children during the naming and dedication 

35 anytime there is a youth service and the youth plan it themselves... their graduation service or Coming of Age…leaves me with hope. We don't see enough of them!

36 The youth giving their belief statements

37 the youth participated in leading the service… dynamic interchange in the worship service was uplifting and inspiring to my spirit

38 bridging ceremonies over the years and finding the maturity and spiritual depth of our youth astounding

39 The youth] doing their ""Bridge Ceremony"" …about moving on to their next chapter and how the church has supported them for their future.

Personal Reflections

40 some personal reflections that touched me deeply

41 When I prepared my ""personal reflections"" to share with the congregation as a relatively new member

42 my personal sharing and listening to others

43 I heard a wonderful member reflection

44 many of the personal reflections 

Other

45 so many people arrived for the Thanksgiving services that we ran out of standing room

46 I felt entirely open and connected during sharing of joys, sorrows

47 warmth of the service and the beauty of the physical surroundings

48 a previous service that enacted episodes in the church history.  I have always enjoyed the services that have pageants

49 our offerings are dedicated to an important cause

E. Committees, Programs, Groups and Activities

1 The COCM indicated personal caring

2 the Social Justice Workshop…I felt empowered that our church could achieve great things

3 when we all worked together as … at Alton Baker Park and then at the Garden for Food for Lane County

4 the Ethical Eating committee came out and helped me

5 very helpful care committee came in with excellent efficiency and provided round the clock care

6 one call to the Care Committee & Bob Coleman provided me w/ invaluable help

7 I lead and participate in Newcomer Orientations, I feel a sense of purpose and meaning

8  The Newcomer Orientation was a great chance to learn about the church

9 our new member orientation class … we were very inspired by Carolyn. (1999)

10 coming of age program…we are doing a good job helping our children and youth

11 Planning various R.E. pageants

12 on a youth filed trip the feeling of "This is SO AMAZING, spiritually and… in so many other ways!" filled my soul

13 I was teaching middle school RE and really enjoyed the company of the kids.

14 I was teaching religious ed to k-1 kids and learned a whole bunch about other religions and being a UU

15 Particpating in a OWL graduation from my son

16 at the end of my term as youth advisor, the youth made up and performed a song… their affection for me was touching

17 Teaching RE

18 Candee told me she thought I did a great job working with the kids.

19 at Interweave when I heard new, insightful, spiritual and thoughtful reflections

20 I met someone special at an Interweave meeting.

21 getting to know the Mens Group.

22 I was first invited into a new sisters circle--it was and is very meaningful.

23 small group ministry fun organization hikes

24 significant connections with a friend in a Small Group Ministry group.

25 many of my small ministry group meetings

26 the all comers choir. Really enjoyed taking part in SGM. Enjoyed ""Illusrated Journal""class 

27 in SGMs and also other Adult RE classes. I found the Our Whole Lives group for Adults very meaningful

28 sharing meaningful conversation during adult religious eduation classes.

29 I have donated warm clothing for First Place at Christmas.

30 many of the events especially the labrinth walk at the holidays

31 I watched the children's faces at the candle lighting at the advent garden

32 I attended a singalong for Pete Seeger's birthday.

F. None/Negative

1 I do not remember any time when I felt I was meaningfully a part of the congregation

2 I don't remember any meaningful moments.

3 the [minister] was so disconnected from the congregation and the community during our budget difficulties

4 have not found a memorable experience in particular!

5 It it very difficult for me to find a positive moment right now…the past year have left me feeling frustrated, worried and disappointed

6 the minister rejected, seemingly out of hand, my interest in and request to be ordained by this congregation

G. All

1 There are so many that I cannot choose

2 too numerous, i wouldn't know where to start
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